
Back British Farming Day 2020! 

- Josh Williams 
Wednesday 9 September will be the fifth anniversary of Back British Farming Day, a day 
dedicated to celebrating British farming values and highlighting its importance to the UK 
economy. The NFU has invited MPs to show their support by wearing a wool and 
wheatsheaf pin badge and posting their thoughts on what British farming means to them, 
using #BackBritishFarming. 

Will you be showing your support on social media? - If you are, tag us and tag your local 
MP too! 
 

Fly Control – Lillith Walton 
In this article we will discuss the importance of fly control in increasing productivity and 
reducing the incidence of diseases such as New Forest Eye, as well as the different options 
for treatment. Although aimed at our dairy clients, fly control is an important issue for all 
of our farms, and so much of this information will cross over! 

Types of Flies 
¶ Nuisance Flies are found around the face and wounds of all 

livestock. They cause irritation to your animals, as well as 
transmitting bacteria, which can result in eye infections, such 
as New Forest Eye.  

¶ Biting Flies cause intense irritation to livestock and can be 
significant vectors for disease transmission.  

¶ The larvae of Myiasis Flies, maggots, feed on host tissues 
causing ‘fly strike’ also known as Myiasis. 
 

Production losses 
High fly burdens are associated with significant production losses 
due to the ‘hassle factor’ of flies. Cattle will become irritated by the 
flies and so spend less time resting or eating resulting in reduced 
Daily Live Weight Gain (DLWG) and milk production. In one study 
it was found that milk production in dairy cattle was reduced by 
0.52kg/cow/day and another study on DLWG of youngstock 
reported a loss of 0.28kg/head/day.  

Disease transmission 
¶ Infectious bovine keratoconjunctivitis (IBK), also known as 

‘New Forest Eye’, is a disease transmitted by nuisance flies. It 

is a highly contagious bacterial infection that can rapidly 

spread during the summer months causing conjunctivitis and 

corneal ulceration, resulting in a cloudy discolouration of the 

eye.  

¶ Summer mastitis is also a bacterial disease transmitted by 

nuisance flies. Affected quarters and teats become enlarged 

with large numbers of flies around the affected quarter. Cows 

may become systemically unwell with thick, clotted and foul 

smelling milk.  

¶ Schmallenberg Virus (SBV) is a disease spread by biting flies, 

usually causing congenital abnormalities in calves. The most 

commonly seen deformities include bent limbs with fixed 

joints. These calves commonly cause problems during calving 

and frequently require assistance. 
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For more information about fly control, please visit our website www.endellfarmvets.co.uk to read the full blog article. 



 

Preparing for breeding – Maggie Dreistadt 

Rams 
Make sure your ewes AND rams are fit for purpose at the start of 
your breeding season. Ram MOTs should be done 10 weeks prior 
to tupping (to ensure you have enough time to get a replacement 
or treat any underlying problems). It takes about 7 weeks for sperm 
to mature (after a problem has been treated). A thorough physical 
exam can identify 90% of problems that can cause infertility/poor 
performance. Semen testing is not done routinely unless we are 
investigating infertility or the ram is being used on synchronized 
ewes or larger groups. It should be done with caution because a 
negative semen test does not necessarily indicate infertility and re-
testing may be needed. 

Check Your 5 Ts: 

Toes 
Trim/inspect toes, locomotion/and signs of 

arthritis 

Teeth 
Check for gaps/loss of teeth, bony lumps/tooth 

abscesses, under/overshot jaw 

Testicles/ 

Teats 

Testicles: Measure and check firmness (should feel 

like a human flexed bicep with no lumps or bumps) 

Teats: Check no mastitis, no lumps/bumps 

Tone 
Body Condition Score- aim for a body condition of 

3.5-4 out of 5 (spine well covered) 

Treat 

Vaccinate (Clostridial diseases, Pasteurella, Toxo/ 

Enzo), lameness issues and internal/external 

parasites. 

Ewes 
Ewes should be given vaccines (Toxoplasmosis and Enzootic 
Abortion) 4-6 weeks BEFORE tupping. 

Replacement and retained ewes will need Clostridial/Pasteruella 
vaccines pre-lambing (2 doses 4-6 weeks apart OR a booster 4-6 
weeks pre-lambing). This gives the lambs immunity (via colostrum) 
for up to 5 weeks. 

Worming and fluking? Discuss with a vet if that is appropriate to do 
before tupping. Consider a Faecal Worm Egg Count in your decision 
making and monitoring technique. Younger replacement ewes may 
need worming, but your more mature ewes probably don’t need 
worming. You can drop in samples at our Salisbury or Newton 
Wood branch for testing. 

Ram:Ewe Ratio 
To optimize pregnancy rates, 
allow one adult ram for 
every 60 ewes, or one ram 
lamb for every 40 ewes. If 
you are manipulating your 
ewe’s oestrus cycle, then you 
may need to tailor your 
ram:ewe ratio 

¶ Don’t forget to book any last minute vasectomies to use as 
teaser rams this year! REMEMBER this needs to be carried out 
at least 6-8 weeks prior to use of the teaser to ensure 
infertility. 

¶ Don’t forget to order your CIDRs or sponges if you plan on 
advancing or synchronising your ewes this season! 

 
 
 

Diversification – Conor Barry 
Farm diversification, where the farmer turns to other forms of income outside the sphere of traditional farming practices, has 
become increasingly commonplace.  Have you thought about how you could adapt and grow your holding? It doesn’t matter 
whether you are a smallholder or a substantial agribusiness, there is always potential for you to do something different that 
may be financially or personally fulfilling.  

There is funding available both privately and publicly for good ideas. 

If you believe that something is worth pursuing then do your 

research, crunch the numbers, and ask the questions. Who knows 

what enterprising venture you might uncover?! 

 

If you are wondering whether diversification might be for you it is 

advisable to seek independent advice. Commercial business 

consultants offer analysis and advice on diversification planning for a 

fee. You can also receive professional advice from a government 

adviser, your accountant and bank. We at Endell Farm Vets are happy 

to advise and assist accordingly where animals, and therefore their 

health and welfare, form the foundation of your plans. 

 

To read more, please visit our website www.endellfarmvets.co.uk for the full blog article. 

  

Please phone to speak with one of our vets if you wish to discuss how to advance or synchronise your lambing period. 



 

Drug Updates 

Foston 
Many of you may be aware that Foston 20% solution for injection is not currently available to 
purchase due to manufacturing issues. Foston is a drug commonly used to treat low blood 
phosphorus, sometimes associated with “happy downer” cows. These animals are unable to rise, but 
appear mentally bright and alert. Following the disappearance of Foston, George researched what 
alternative products were available instead. It appeared that many products didn’t seem to have a 
good base of evidence behind them, so George decided instead to see if he could produce something 
that worked himself! With the help of some chemical scientists, he has produced an oral phosphorus 
drench that we will soon be stocking on our shelves in dispensary. If you would like to know more 
then please get in touch with George or Carolyn (01722 333291 (2)), who will be able to answer any 
questions that you might have. 
 

Lactating Cow Milking Tubes: What options do we have? – Josh explains… 
The last twelve months have been pretty rocky for mastitis tube availability! Tetra Delta and Multiject 
IMM are still not available, with the return date being pushed back again to January 2021 (unfortunately, this may change yet again!). 
Combiclav LC is due in November 2020 but again, this may be delayed. On top of that, as many of you will be aware, production of Ubro 
Yellow has now ceased. 
 
As such, this leaves us with a very limited choice of intra-mammary milking tubes when it comes to treating cows during the lactation: 
Ubrolexin or Mastiplan. 

 Ubrolexin Mastiplan LC 

Active ingredients: Cefalexin; Kanamycin Cephapirin; Prednisolone 

To treat clinical mastitis caused by: 
Environmental pathogens (eg: E. coli & Strep. uberis… plus others) 

Contagious pathogens (eg: Staph. aureus… plus others) 

Licenced treatment protocol*: ONE tube every 24 hours for TWO days ONE tube every 12 hours for TWO days 

Withdrawal period: 5 days milk; 10 days meat 5.5 days milk; 4 days meat 

*Longer treatment periods may be required in some cases. Where this occurs a 7-day milk withdrawal should be implemented. 
 
Please talk to your routine vet if you would like to discuss tube selection and treatment protocols further. Alternatively, please phone our 
dispensary (01722 333291, option 2) to speak to Carolyn about up-to-date tube availability. 
 

Seasonal and Staff Updates 
August was our discounted “Vasectomy 
Month” at Endell’s but there is still time to 
have the procedure carried out on any 
potential teaser rams for those farms that 
don't start breeding until late autumn. 
While they won't advance the breeding 
period, they will be able to tighten up the 
lambing period. It is important that you do 
not use any teasers until six to eight weeks 
post-surgery. 

Our team has been 
staying busy through-
out the summer 
months. Hayley and 
her husband Tom 
welcomed Eloise May 
to the world on 4 May, Hayley also 
completed her Post Graduate Certificate in 
Veterinary Education shortly after Eloise 
arrived! 

Meanwhile, Lucy has finished her residency 
achieving a distinction in her Masters of 
Veterinary Medicine, she returns to full 
time clinical work in the next few weeks. 
Lillith is now a BCVA Accredited Johne’s 
Veterinary Advisor meaning she can help 
create management plans to reduce the 
risk of Johne's on your farm. We were sad 
to say goodbye to Conor who left for Oslo 
with his Norwegian girlfriend in August; he 
is combining a PhD with university teaching 
while she returned home to be nearer her 
family and to take up a small animal vet 
position.  

We also had a busy few weeks at our 
Newton Wood teaching facility, which we 
had to close in March, preparing for the 
socially distanced return of our residential 
Royal Veterinary College students from 
31 August.

Whilst we become accustomed to our new 
“normal” under Covid restrictions, we 
would like to remind all our clients that we 
are continuing to maintain social distancing 
and high levels of biosecurity at all our 
visits; if you are unwell or are shielding 
then please let the office team know so 
that we can ensure to take any necessary 
precautions. 

  



 
 

                    Biosecurity and Disease Prevention 
– Joaquin Diaz Galvez 

Infectious diseases have an impact on the health and welfare of 
the herd. Moreover, their capacity to create an economic and 
social crisis was proven during the last Foot and Mouth outbreak 
in 2001. Biosecurity refers to those measures that reduce or 
prevent the spread of infectious diseases between animals. A 
disease can be transmitted directly between the contact of two 
animals or indirectly from an infected animal to an inanimate 
object and then to a susceptible animal.  Prevention is one of the 

most effective and cheapest methods of disease control. The different practices that can be adopted 
are extensive and vary between farms. Those measures includes not only cleaning and disinfecting, but 
also running a closed herd or buying in animals from a farm with the same or higher health status.  

Furthermore, by means of testing after moving to farm and isolating sick animals the risk of introducing 
a particular disease such a BVD, IBR, Neosporosis or Johne’s disease will be reduced. 

 

 

How Should We Be Worming 

Sheep? – Harry Smith 
When using anthelmintic (worming) products for a Quarantine or a mid-
late season Knockout Drench (eg: ZOLVIX, STARTECT), are you aware 
what you should be using and how you should be doing it to maintain 
the effectiveness of these valuable and limited products?  

Follow these five steps created by SCOPS to reduce resistance in your 
flock: 

1. Decide on the correct treatment: 
a. Drench with either a Group 4 (Zolvix) or Group 5 (Startect) wormer.  
b. Plus an injection with Moxidectin 1%. 

2. Follow the manufacturer’s recommendations on storage and use by dates, don’t mix with other 
products. 

3. Weigh animals correctly as this can lead to under dosing. 
4. Dose sheep with well-maintained equipment. 
5. Keep them on hard standing for 24-48 hours then move them onto recently grazed pasture. This 

will dilute any resistant worms that remain after treatment. 

For more information, please visit www.scops.org.uk. 

 
 

Webinars 
Due to COVID-19 we have 

had to postpone our planned 

2020 client meetings, so we 

have instead published 

narrated presentations on 

our website as follows: 

 

Bovine Respiratory 

Disease Prevention 

Colostrum Management 

in Beef Calves 

Block Calving – to 

Estrumate or CIDR? 

Getting Lambs to Grow 

Backyard Pigs 
 

We will be adding to these 

regularly – please visit: 

www.endellfarmvets.co.uk/

events 

for more information. 

Please may we request that during this period of social distancing that invoice payments are made via BACS (direct 

bank payment) or over the telephone (01722 333291, option 2) by debit/credit card? This will help to limit visits to the 

bank with cheques, helping both our employees and bank employees to avoid contact.  To confirm, our bank details 

for payment are: 

Bank: NatWest ▪ Account Name: Endell Veterinary Group ▪ Sort Code: 56-00-68 ▪ Account Number: 44891466 

We ask you to please quote your invoice number and/or name and postcode so that we can allocate your payment 

to your account. 

We would like to reassure all of our clients that we are open for business as usual, we will however be practising 

social distancing and would like to remind you to be mindful of the 2m rule. 

Thank you for your understanding. 

Endell Veterinary Group, 49 Endless Street, Salisbury SP1 3UH 

Telephone: 01722 333291   Email: info@endellfarmvets.co.uk   www.endellfarmvets.co.uk 

Registered office: CVS (UK) Limited; Registered in England; Company Number 3777473; Registered Office: CVS House, Owen Road, Diss, Norfolk, IP22 4ER. 

For more information on biosecurity and disease prevention, please visit our website 
www.endellfarmvets.co.uk to read the full blog article. 
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