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Introduction by Jim Willshire
Economically, the last three-months have been some of the hardest for agriculture in decades with milk, beef and lamb
prices all suffering. Hopefully, the recent societal move towards “staycations” will spill over in the food security and consumers
will begin to consider the provenance of their food in more detail. Until that time, with revenues falling it’s important that we
all consider how we maintain our bottom lines. It’s unlikely that massive opportunities to increase revenue or reduce cost will
present themselves, so perhaps we should consider a ‘marginal gains’ approach to incremental improvement in our systems.
In 2003, the British Cycling team hired
Dave Brailsford as their new performance
director. Prior to Dave’s involvement, British
Cycling had won just one Olympic gold
medal and had never won the Tour de
France. Under Dave’s guidance, at the 2008
Olympic Games British cycling won 60% of
the gold medals available and in the same
year Bradley Wiggins won the Tour de
France. How did Dave and his team achieve
this? Did they find new riders with extra legs
or lungs? No, they simply broke every aspect
of cycling down into its components and
tried to improve each one by 1%; 1%
improvement in aerodynamics, 1% improvement in nutrition, 1% improvement in saddle

‘Dwarf Calves’

design etc. Each improvement in isolation is
meaningless, but when scaled up the results
speak for themselves.
In the current agricultural economic
climate we shouldn’t be looking to spend
money for the ‘big win’, we should be
looking to incrementally improve our
systems and leverage the assets we have – a
1% improvement each day for a year means
a 31% improvement by the end of the year.
So why not ask us how you could improve
your lameness situation by 1%, or improve
your heat detection rate by 1%, or 1% more
ewes holding to the tup? – we’d love to help
be a part of your business’s success.

by Conor Barry

There are several reasons why calves may be born malformed. Congenital Chondrodystrophy and Joint Laxity can cause
what are more widely known as ‘dwarf calves’. We saw several cases of such calves this spring, despite it being reported less
commonly in England and Wales than in Scotland where it is most often identified.

Dwarf calf with stunted legs, joint laxity and a domed head

It is generally seen as dwarfism with shortening of the long bones, joint issues
resulting in bendy legs, domed heads, and shortened jaws. It may also cause stillbirths,
non-viable calves, or calves that fail to stand. It can be seen with variable severity within
the affected group.
While we have known about this condition for quite some time, we do not yet fully
understand it and what causes it. We do, however, know of several risk factors which
should be avoided in order to prevent dwarf calves being born. It is most commonly
associated with spring-born calves from cows fed solely grass silage during mid-gestation
while they are in winter housing.
A presumptive diagnosis can be made on clinical signs alone, but a post mortem
examination may provide a more definitive diagnosis and facilitate investigation into the
cause of each particular outbreak. The prognosis for these calves depends on how
severely they are affected and the level of individual care which can be given.

Reminder

Seasonal Updates

Euthanasia is an upsetting
time for farmers and
smallholders. As it is illegal to
bury farmed animals, local
hunt kennels are often relied
upon
for
disposal
of
deadstock. We have been
made aware that there have
been a number of incidents
where calves and sheep
euthanased by lethal injection
have been ingested by dogs.
This can have potentially fatal
consequences and as a result
our vets will now be taking the
following steps:

You will notice that this edition of the newsletter has not one but two articles regarding
parasitic disease! That’s because we are firmly into the summer grazing season. The recent
hot weather followed by some rain (though not as much as we would like for grass growth)
will have produced prime conditions for the emergence of larvae which will be eaten by
unsuspecting grazing stock. Late season lambs may be particularly at risk, but any
youngstock that are approaching weaning will be vulnerable.





Making notes on booking
sheets regarding appropriate disposal.
Marking any injected
deadstock with VET.

Ectoparasites may also be causing problems such
as fly strike. This preventable condition should be
regularly checked for as severe disease can cause
an unpleasant death. The back end is most
commonly affected (especially where a worm
burden may be causing scour) but our vets have
seen cases over the ribs and around the neck.
While cattle are unlikely to get flystrike (though
we have seen it in Highland calves!) they can
suffer from New Forest Eye if head flies are not
controlled. Natural products seldom suffice so we
recommend a POM-VPS product appropriate to
the length of cover required and the species being
treated.
We have some great offers on both endo- and ectoparasite control. Call Carolyn today
01722 333291 (2) to order your fly control and discuss appropriate worming strategies.

Cattle Parasite Control: Gut Worms by Lucy Jerram
Environmental impact, anthelmintic resistance and
responsible use of medicine are industry wide concerns. This
means that the blanket wormer use is no longer an acceptable
option for many farms. The main gut worms affecting cattle are
Ostertagia ostertagii and Cooperia oncophora; they reduce
nutrient absorption which reduces growth rates and in severe
cases can cause ill thrift and scouring. Cattle can build up
immunity to gut worms meaning that a risk based control
strategy can be used. Growth rate monitoring, worm egg counts
and other detection methods can allow for targeted treatment
of first and second grazing season youngstock. It is rare that
adult cattle and spring born suckler calves will require
treatment. Grazing strategies should consider the risk level of
pasture and the vulnerability of different groups of cattle. More
susceptible stock should graze low risk fields. If worming is
required the 5 Rs should be considered:
Basic life cycle of Ostertagia (abomasal) and Cooperia (small intestinal) (AHDB
 The RIGHT product for the type of worm
Beef and Lamb)
 The RIGHT animal
 The RIGHT time
 The RIGHT dose rate
 Administered in the RIGHT way
Minimising anthelmintic use while maintaining productivity can help maximise health, welfare and profit. To read the full
article please visit the blog section of our website. Look out for more parasite related articles on integrated detection,
prevention and management in future beef blogs.

Lungworm in Cattle

The Healthy Alpaca

by George Lindley

by Lillith Walton

Dictyocaulus viviparous is a highly infective parasite with
the potential to reduce productivity from grass, impair
livestock daily live weight gain, incur greater treatment
costs and, occasionally, to cause death. Youngstock during
their first grazing season are most likely to be affected but
older cattle can be affected if the worm burden is too high.
We most commonly see outbreaks between July and
October with farmers reporting coughing, increased
respiratory rate and ill thrift. Prompt recognition and
treatment of affected individuals can help minimise
morbidity and mortality. Faecal worm egg counts can be
useful for confirmation but a negative result does not rule
disease out. Treating severely affected cattle can result in
overt inflammatory reactions so it is important to discuss
with your veterinary team about the most appropriate
anthelmintic product.

Formulation of a management

There are now over 40,000 alpacas in the UK, with some of
them being lucky enough to reside within our client base!
With that in mind we have produced this article to give you
a quick overview on keeping alpacas and how to ensure
they remain healthy.

strategy to ensure prevention of overwhelming infection
and development of immunity is crucial. Simply preventing
exposure in the first grazing season can increase the risk of
cattle being affected in subsequent grazing seasons. For
replacement dairy heifers we recommend combining
vaccination prior to turnout with strategic worming
throughout the summer.

Alpaca feed should be made up of mainly forage, such as
grass and hay. Supplementary feed, in the form of a
camelid specific concentrate, may be needed during times
of higher energy expenditure, for example during the
winter. An alpaca should have a body condition score (BCS)
of around 3. This should be monitored often by feeling the
fat coverage over the central backbone, as their thick fleece
can often hide their true BCS! As herd animals, alpacas
should be kept in group of at least two, however, bigger
groups are preferable. Females are usually ready to mate
at around 14 months whereas males are not usually ready
until two to three years. The average gestation is 345 days,
but this can vary, with crias weighing between 6 and 9kg at
birth.

Common conditions of alpaca include:

High lungworm burden visible in the trachea at post mortem inspection

If you would like to discuss management strategies for your
farm, or anything else relating to lungworm, please do not



hesitate to contact one of our vets who will be more than
happy to discuss it in further detail with you!
If you would like to read more about lungworm, please
visit our blog page at www.endellfarmvets.co.uk for the
full article.



Vitamin D deficiency – as alpacas originate from
South America they are used to sunnier climates
and so a higher UV exposure, essential in making
vitamin D.
Parasitic gastroenteritis (PGE) or worms – gut
worms commonly cause disease in alpacas which
can be fatal, therefore regular FEC (faecal egg
counts) are essential.
Overgrown claws.

For the extended article, please visit our blog page at
www.endellfarmvets.co.uk.

On Our Rounds:
Failure of Passive
Transfer in Camelids
Webinars
Due to COVID-19 we have
had to postpone our planned
2020 client meetings, so we
have instead published
narrated presentations on
our website as follows:

Bovine Respiratory
Disease Prevention
Colostrum Management
in Beef Calves
Block Calving – to
Estrumate or CIDR?
Getting Lambs to Grow
We will be adding to these
regularly – please visit:
www.endellfarmvets.co.uk/
events
for more information.

Failure of Passive Transfer (FPT) is a major
cause of neonatal mortality in camelids. It is
the failure of a neonate to receive an
adequate amount of antibodies through
colostrum. Colostrum is the first form of
milk that is produced that contains
immunoglobulin proteins (antibodies) that
protect against disease. Crias do not receive
antibodies through the placenta, resulting in
a naïve immune system at birth. It is crucial
that crias receive an adequate amount of
colostrum in the first 12 to 24 hours of life
to set them up for a healthy start. FPT
usually presents between 24 hours and
seven days old. The treatment for FPT is a
plasma transfusion given to the cria.

Plasma donors should be adults in good condition – castrated
males are ideal candidates

To harvest plasma from your farm, a blood collection is required. The blood is then spun and
frozen at the lab and can be stored until it is required. Advance planning to ensure rapid
delivery of plasma to a sick cria can make all the difference. If you would like more information
on how to prepare for your unpacking season, please phone the practice and ask to speak
with our vet, Maggie.

Please may we request that during this period of social distancing and isolation that invoice payments are made via
BACS (direct bank payment) or over the telephone (01722 333291, option 2) by debit/credit card? This will help to
limit visits to the bank with cheques, helping both our employees and bank employees to avoid contact. To confirm,
our bank details for payment are:
Bank: NatWest ▪ Account Name: Endell Veterinary Group ▪ Sort Code: 56-00-68 ▪ Account Number: 44891466
We ask you to please quote your invoice number and/or name and postcode so that we can allocate your payment
to your account.
We would like to reassure all of our clients that we are open for business as usual during this difficult time, we will
however be practising social distancing and would like to remind you to be mindful of the 2m rule.
Thank you for your understanding.
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